March 27, 2012

Hit Piece - The Mountaineer
Dialog between Vicki Hyatt, Becky Johnson and Robert Inman.

Two articles were printed by an anonymous author in both the On-Line Mountaineer web site, and in the
Mountaineer printed newspaper, regarding a candidate for the upcoming primary dection. The two articles
had two (2) different headlines and first appeared on March 14, 2012.

Thefollowing is a dialog between mysdf, Vicki Hyatt, the News Editor of the Mountaineer, Becky Johnson,
the News Editor of the Smoky Mountain News, and Robert Inman, the Director of Elections in Haywood
County.

For readability, | am resequencing the order of the emails. Normally, with an e-mail sequence, the latest e-
mail appearsat thetop, and you haveto read fromthe bottom up. Here, | will start with the earliest email and
continue to the end with the latest email. Also, original highlights have been retained, and | may add an
occasional [Editors Note: ...] for clarity or emphasis. Each e-mail begins on a new page.

Monroe A. Miller Jr.
19 Big Spruce Lane
Waynesville, NC 28786



Subj ect: Hit Piece
Dat e: Wed, 14 Mar

From Monroe Ml er
To: Vi cki

Ori gi nal

So Vicki,

This looks |like a denpcrat Hit Piece to ne.

Did you get ny link
that ?

Monr oe

Message

v R W: -_’ -
;z i 3 i B . M : o

2012 15:26:50 -0400

com
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on Qat hs?

Provdly serving Hoywood Couniy since 1855,

Hyatt <vhyatt @ henount ai neer.conk, Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henountai neer. conp,
j key@ herount ai neer .

CC. Becky Johnson <becky@nokynopunt ai nnews. con», Caroline Kl apper
<car ol i ne@ henount ai neer

Why don't you have Caroline Klapper wite a piece on

‘WrpNEsnay, Magck 14, 2012

e

King continues campalgﬁ*rﬁng :
because he can’t get off ballot

A Republican county com-
missioner candidate who had
second thoughts about seek-
ing his party’s momination
is proceeding with the cam-
paign after learning there
‘Was no way to get off the bal-
lot.

Denny King, who is one
of three candidates whose
name will appear on the bal-
lot in the May # primary, told

-party members attending this
weekend's Haywood County
Republican convention that
he intended to withdraw from
the race.

Robert Inman, director of
the Haywood County Board

-Mﬂeeﬂmaﬂdh&mﬁeﬂ

a single page document from
King asking to close a cam-
paign finance account, but
noted that has nothing to do
with the ballot.

“The time for w1thdraw1.ng_

is, by statute, the close of the
filing period,” Inman said.
Even though the primary

election date is slightly less

thantwunmmhsawm'alm

‘tion offices must have ballots
ready to mail out next week.

That means the ballots have

ﬁcemstbammheﬂins i
deadline, became the

F‘_t]'.wd Republican—can. resi

| didate in a !@Ee_wpape :

already gaonethmuah the var-
ious approval processes and -

'm-eah'eatl?atmemnm

“Denny called me to say
he made a decision late Fri-
day afternoon that he doesn't
want to run,” Inman said
Monday. *“The law does not al-
low for anything to be done at
this point. He does have some
options. He can not actively
seek the post. He can request
that nobody vote for him or
hecancontinuetamnorjust

King .mntinues._on. 11A

Did you wite this?




-------- Oiginal Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Wed, 14 Mar 2012 18:23:55 -0400

From Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henountai neer. conp
To: Monroe Ml er

G ad to see you are reading the paper.

Sent from ny i Phone



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Fwd: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Wed, 14 Mar 2012 18:43:20 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henountai neer.conp, Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henpuntai neer.conp,
j key@ herount ai neer. com

CC. Becky Johnson <becky@nokynopunt ai nnews. con», Caroline Kl apper

<carol i ne@ henount ai neer. con>

Vi cki ,

| did purchase a paper today, at the Muntaineer office. | paid $. .75, cut the
article out, scanned it, and threw the rest of the paper away (no place to re-cycle
in Waynesville), rather than paying $.99 on-line to get the on-line article.

Did you realize that the titles for the articles are different?

The title in the paper said: "King continues canpai gni ng because he can't get off
the ballot".

The title in the on-line said: "King still a conm ssioner candidate after withdrawal
not possi bl e".

I personally think you, if it was you, did a better job with the title on the paper,
since that was nore of a slam i.e Ht Piece.

If there was a difference in the title of the article fromthe paper and the on-Iline
version, were there differences in the text? Since | thought it was nore econoni cal
for me to pay the $.75 rather than the $.99 (a savings to nme of $.24), | was
wondering if you wouldn't m nd sending nme over a copy of what was on the on-line
version, so | could run it through my text conparator program

So, what do you think about Caroline Kl apper doing a piece on Oaths?

Monr oe



-------- Original Message --------

Subject: Fwd: Fwd: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Wed, 14 Mar 2012 19: 00: 28 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. conr

CC. Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henpuntai neer.conp, Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henpuntai neer.conp,
j key@ hermount ai neer. com Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henount ai neer. conr

Becky,
How about you? Do you want to weigh in on the article about OCaths?

Monroe Ml er



-------- Oiginal Message --------

Subj ect: Fwd: Fwd: Fwd: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Wed, 14 Mar 2012 20:20: 37 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. conr

CC. Greg Boot hroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. conm>, Vicki Hyatt

<vhyatt @ henount ai neer. con>, Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henountai neer. conp,

j key@ hermount ai neer. com Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henount ai neer. con
So Becky,

| forgot to ask...

VWich title did you like best with the Muntai neer article on Denny King?
"Ki ng continues canpai gni ng because he can't get off the ballot".

"King still a conm ssioner candidate after w thdrawal not possible".

Pl ease | et me know when you get a chance.

Monroe M1 | er



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Thu, 15 Mar 2012 13:33:35 -0400

From Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. con

To: Monroe Ml er

CC. Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henpuntai neer.conp, Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henpuntai neer.conp,
<j key@ henmpunt ai neer. con», Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henount ai neer. conp

Monr oe,
I nteresting question.

"Ki ng continues canpai gni ng because he can't get off the ballot".

VERSUS
"King still a conm ssioner candidate after w thdrawal not possible".
As a reader, | would be nore likely to read the article under the first headline and

thus prefer that one. It sounds nore interesting, for starters. But also, it uses
nore active verbs.

The phrase “continues canpaigning” is nore active and lively than the word “still,”
which is a shortened version of “still is.” In witing, active verbs are preferable
over conjugations of the verb “to be.”

Al so, the phrase “can’t get off the ballot” uses direct |anguage, which is again
nore active and lively than “after w thdrawal not possible,” which is a
preposi tional phrase and thus is nbre passive in its construction

Finally, the first headline uses shorter, sinpler, nore concrete words, and thus is
just better writing and not as bureaucratic sounding

Newspapers, one must renmenber, are not academi c text books in ternms of their witing
style, particularly when it comes to headli nes.

We have a joke in our office when it cones to witing headlines. One can have clever
and cute, or one can have accurate, but one cannot have both. Again, just a joke!
Let me reiterate: just a joke! W actually try to be both clever and cute and
accurate —and feel very proud when all of those are able to converge and very sad
when we have to forgo a clever pun for gosh-darn accuracy sake.

Hope this provides a little insight, but not speaking for the Muntaineer by any
stretch of the inmagination

Becky Johnson, news editor
Smoky Mount ai n News
828-507-9141 (cell)
828-452- 4251 (office)



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Thu, 15 Mar 2012 13:57:07 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. conr

CC. Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henpuntai neer.conp, Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henpuntai neer.conp,
j key@ hermount ai neer. com Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henount ai neer. con>, Denny King
<Ki ngspl ace@harter.net> G eg Boothroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>

Becky,
Thank you.

Monroe M | er



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Thu, 15 Mar 2012 17:15:58 -0400

From Monroe M|l er

To: Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henountai neer. conp

CC. Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. conk, Rich Piatt

<rpi att @ henount ai neer. con>, jkey@ henount ai neer.com Caroline Kl apper

<carol i ne@ henount ai neer. conk, G eg Boot hroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Denny
Ki ng <Ki ngspl ace@harter. net>

Vi cki

So there you have it. The only other bonafi de newspaper editor in this county, an
expert | would have to say, would be nore likely to read the Hit Piece under the
headl i ne that you plastered in your newspaper rather than the on-line article. Well

done!

Monr oe



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Fri, 16 Mar 2012 07:02:18 -0400

From Monroe M|l er

To: Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henountai neer.conp, Jonathan Key <jkey@ henpunt ai neer. conp,
Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henpuntai neer.con

CC. Denny King <Ki ngspl ace@harter.net> Becky Johnson

<becky @nokynount ai nnews. conk, Greg Boot hroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline
Kl apper <carol i ne@ henount ai neer. conm>, Jonnie Cure <jcubed4dl@nmail.com>, Dan Wy
<nc_dew@ahoo. conm>

Pl ease see attached (two attachnents).

-10-



Monroe A. Miller, Jr.

19 Big Spruce Lane
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 456-3718

March 16, 2012

Vicki Hyatt, Editor

Richard Piatt, General Manager
Jonathan Key, Publisher

The Mountaineer

220 North Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786

Subject: Hit Piece

Upon reflection, after re-reading your Hit Piece on Denny King, you mentioned several times referenceto the
Haywood County Republican convention that:

“ ... told party members attending this weekend' s Haywood County Republican convention that he intended
to withdraw fromtherace. ...” and*” ... Those at the GOP weekend function said Coward didn’t attend. ...”

I happened to attend a portion of that convention over the weekend. | did not see you there. Would you like
to know why? You had to sign in and verify your party affiliation, that you were either a Republican,
Independent, or Unaffiliated. As luck would have it, you would never guess who was standing right behind
me at the check in desk to get abadge. That’sright, Kevin Ensley, and presumably hiswife. 1t took seemingly
several minutes after looking at him, that he finally established eye contact, and grunted acknowledgment of
a“hdlo’.

I’mwondering right now who you used as a sourceto get your comments from “those party members’? Like
to share? My first guess would be Jonathan Key, since heis a registered Republican, but my second guess
would be Kevin Ensley, an incumbent and opponent of Denny King. It’'s easy enough to check with thefolks
who maintained the registration desk if Jonathan Key registered to attend.

A quick check of voter records (the latest data | have is from November 18, 2010) of the following people
reveal:

Hyatt, Vicki Johnson DEM 116 Sunburst Drive Waynesville, NC 28786 P

Piatt, Richard [Not registered to vote, not listed on file | have...]

Key, Jonathan Worth REP 384 Rocky Knob Road Waynesville, NC 28786 WS-1
Endey, Lawrence Kevin RINO" 170 Yates Cove Road, Waynesville, NC 28785 ID
Inman, Robert [unknown which Inman referenced on the voting records, multiple entries].
Klapper, Caroline Eve DEM 664 Camdot Drive Waynesville, NC 28786 HA

* RINO - Republican In Name Only.

Let me know if | need to make any corrections or updates here...

Normally, | would have copied Kevin Ensley on this e-mail, however, his last two e-mails to me on January
16, 2011 contained the following message:

-11-



I AM NOT DOING ANYTHING!Hnme 1F YOU WANT THEM THEN YOU
KNOW WHO TO CONTACT. KEVIN ENSLEY, and

TOALL: MAYBEMY MSISJUST MAKING ME GRUMPY BUT | WILL NOT BE OPENING
ANY MORE EMAILSFROM MR.MILLER.I HAVEADELETEBUTTON. KEVIN ENSLEY

| have since ddeted his e-mail address from my list of contacts in my e-mail address book, so perhaps
someone on this copy list can shoot a copy over to Commissioner Ensley. Maybe you could do that for me,
Vicki.

Y ou know, Vicki, something does not seem quite right about your Hit Piece, likeyou may have crossed aline
someplace, likeit may havebeen acalcul ated effort to affect the candidate's chances of nomination or €ection.

So Vicki, how areyou going to fix this, or do you intend to fix this? Do you have anything to say other than
“ Glad to see you are reading the paper.”?

| have figured out how to create a color .pdf file, so | am attaching your Hit Piece as a separate attachment
for your reference and others on the copy list that may not have seen it.

Monroe

-12-



Proudly serving Haywood C?wr.'y since 1385,
i

!_._-

Wm Mamu 14, 2013

ng contlnues campalgn';_ng
because he can’t get off ballot

A Republican county com-
missioner candidate who had
second thoughts about seel-
ing his party’s nomination
is proceedﬂng with the cam-
junp] after learning there
‘was no way to get off the bal-
ot

Denny King, who is one
of three candidates whose
name will ‘appear on the hal-
lot in the May 8 primary; told
-party members attending this
weekend's Haywood County

Robert Inman, director of
the Haywood County Board
“of Elections, said he received
a single page document from
King aski:ng to'close a cam-
paign finance account, but
noted that has nothing to do
with the ballot.

“The time for withdrawing

is, by statute, the close of the.

filing period.” Inman said.
Even though the primary

election date is slightly less

thantwumonthsawayalee-

already gone through the var-
ious approval processes and

‘mah'aadxatthem'inm

“Denny called me to :-
hemadesdac‘isfnnlatelﬁf'
day afternoon that he doesn’t
want to run,” Inman said
Monday. “The law does not al-
low for anything to be done at
this point. He does have some
options. He can not actively
seek the post. He can request
that nobody vote for him or

CWWW. THEMOUNTAINEER.COM

hecnncanﬂnuetamnorjust

' Republican convention that Hpnomeesmusthﬂﬁaba]lm
he intended to withdraw from ready to mail out next week.

B

the race. That means the ballots have ]Iing mntmues on 11A
. two seats are open. In-

K]ng : . cumbent Commission-

continued from 1A er Kevin Ensley and

should he win.” ille  resident

Phone messages left Tr
on King's voice mail
were not returned, but
‘King responded fo an
‘email asking about the tic
issue with this. “Please Thos
“use the attached photo
'if needed during my
run for commissioner  The
1 am looking forward to .
this campaign.” :
King, who filed for of-

fice j tbemrathem

1 raiite, TEchme e ‘Swanger_ and_canton
F_mwd Republican—can-
.. didate in a race where

(R E v R e w = 3
| P — |
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-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Fri, 16 Mar 2012 11:48:25 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henountai neer.conp, Jonat han Key

<j key@ henmpunt ai neer.con», Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henountai neer.conp

CC. Denny King <Ki ngspl ace@harter.net> Becky Johnson

<becky @nokynount ai nnews. conk, Greg Boot hroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline
Kl apper <carol i ne@ henount ai neer. conm>, Jonnie Cure <jcubed4dl@nail.com>, Dan Wy
<nc_dew@ahoo. conm>

Vi cki ,
[?]

No response? | don't know if you are thoughtfully contenplating a response and
printing a retraction, or if you are sinply digging your heels in. Let me know, as
I will be starting to research state agencies to cone in to see if we can put The
Mount ai neer under a microscope for the rest of the election season. | thought |
woul d start with the North Carolina State Board of Elections. Do you have any

ot her agencies that you can think of that would be equally or nore appropriate?

Monroe M1l er

-14-



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Fri, 16 Mar 2012 15:40:59 -0400

From Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. con

To: Monroe MIler, Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henpuntai neer.con, Jonathan Key

<j key@ henmpunt ai neer.con», Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henountai neer.conp

CC. Denny King <Ki ngspl ace@harter.net> G eg Boothroyd

<ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henountai neer.conk, Jonnie
Cure <jcubed4l@nmuil.conr, Dan Way <nc_dew@ahoo. conr

Monr oe,

It seens you are |lacking in your understanding of what a private, for-profit,
newspaper is.

Becky Johnson, news editor
Smoky Mount ai n News
828-507-9141 (cell)
828-452- 4251 (office)

-15-



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Mon, 19 Mar 2012 08:42:18 -0400

From Mnroe M| er

To: Robert |nman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net >

CC. Becky Johnson <becky@nokynopunt ai nnews. con®, Vicki Hyatt

<vhyatt @ henount ai neer. con>, Jonat han Key <j key@ henpunt ai neer.con>, Rich Piatt

<rpi att @ henount ai neer. con», Denny King <Ki ngspl ace@harter.net> G eg Boot hroyd
<ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henountai neer.conk, Jonnie
Cure <jcubed4l@nuil.conr, Dan Way <nc_dew@ahoo. conr

M. | nman,
FYI .

Monroe Ml er

[Editors Note: Forwarded last two attachments sent to Vicki Hyatt].

-16-



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Tue, 20 Mar 2012 10:26:55 -0400

From Mnroe M| er

To: Robert |nman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net >

CC. Becky Johnson <becky@nokynopunt ai nnews. con®, Vicki Hyatt

<vhyatt @ henount ai neer. con>, Jonat han Key <j key@ henpunt ai neer.con>, Rich Piatt

<rpi att @ henount ai neer. con», Denny King <Ki ngspl ace@harter.net> G eg Boot hroyd
<ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline Kl apper <caroline@ henountai neer.conk, Jonnie
Cure <jcubed4l@nuil.conp

Pl ease see attached (120320 | nnman. pdf).

-17-



Monroe A. Miller, Jr.

19 Big Spruce Lane
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 456-3718

March 20, 2012

Robert Inman, Director
Haywood County Elections
1233 North Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786
rinman@haywoodnc.net

Subject: Hit Piece
So, Mr. Inman,

You are presumably an expert in dection stuff, what do you think about a question | asked Vicki Hyatt that
| never received a response?

“You know, Vicki, something does not seem quite right about your Hit Piece, like you may have crossed
aline someplace, like it may have been acalculated effort to affect the candidate's chances of nomination
or dection.”

What do you think. Does something not quite seem right about her Hit Piece? Do you think it may have been
a calculated effort to affect the candidate’ s chances of nomination or eection?

| had also asked her, again, never receiving a response:
“1 don't know if you are thoughtfully contemplating a response and printing a retraction, or if you are
simply digging your hedsin. Let me know, as | will be starting to research state agencies to come in to
see if we can put The Mountaineer under a microscope for the rest of the election season. | thought |
would start with the North Carolina State Board of Elections. Do you have any other agencies that you
can think of that would be equally or more appropriate?’

What to you think? If | were you, who would you pick up the phone and get over here to Haywood County?

Additionally, and thisis probably a little out of your area of expertise, what do you think of Becky Johnson’s
accusation about me?

Monroe,
It seems you are lacking in your understanding of what a private, for-profit, newspaper is.

Becky Johnson, news editor

I was checking up on the paolitical affiliation of some people, as summarized below.

Hyatt, Vicki Johnson DEM 116 Sunburst Drive Waynesville, NC 28786 P
Piatt, Richard [Not registered to vote, not listed on file | have...]
Key, Jonathan Worth REP 384 Rocky Knob Road Waynesville, NC 28786 Ws-1

-18-



Endey, Lawrence Kevin RINO" 170 Yates Cove Road, Waynesville, NC 28785 ID
Inman, Robert [unknown which Inman referenced on the voting records, multiple entries].
Klapper, Caroline Eve DEM 664 Camdot Drive Waynesville, NC 28786 HA

* RINO - Republican In Name Only.

Areyou the:

Inman, Robert Dewey, 104 Grace Lane, Maggie Valley, NC 28751, or
Inman, Robert Douglas, 54 M cCracken Road, Canton, NC 287167

i.e, areyou a DEM or REP?
You know, | can probably save you some time and effort. Instead of your having to re-distribute this e-mail

to your employees over at the Election Department, why don’t you send meall their e-mail addresses, and | can
put them on this distribution list and save you a wholelot of trouble.

Monroe A. Miller Jr.

-19-



-------- Oiginal Message --------

Subject: Re: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Tue, 20 NMar 2012 10:30:47 -0400

From Rich Piatt <rpiatt@ henpuntai neer.conmp
To: Monroe Ml ler

Your e-mail has been bl ocked by this recipient

-20-



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Date: Tue, 20 NMar 2012 19:43:40 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Robert Inman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net>, Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henount ai neer. conp,
Becky Johnson <becky@nokynount ai nnews. conm>

CC. Jonat han Key <j key@ henount ai neer. con>, Denny King <Ki ngspl ace@harter. net>,
Greg Boot hroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline Kl apper

<carol i ne@ henount ai neer. conk, Jonni e Cure <jcubed4l@nuil.con>

FYI .

I received this bounce back fromRich Piatt <rpiatt@ henountaineer.con>. He is the
General Manager of the Muntaineer...

Your e-mail has been bl ocked by this recipient

Monroe Ml er

-21-



-------- Original Message --------

Subj ect: Re: Hit Piece

Dat e: Wed, 21 Mar 2012 19:02: 06 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Robert |nman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net >

CC. Becky Johnson <becky@nokynopunt ai nnews. con®, Vicki Hyatt

<vhyatt @ henount ai neer. con», Jonathan Key <j key@ henount ai neer. conk, Denny King
<Ki ngspl ace@harter. net> G eg Boothroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con», Caroline
Kl apper <carol i ne@ henount ai neer. con>, Jonnie Cure <jcubed4dl@nuil.con>

[?]

Do you respond to your e-mmils, or should | drop by your office to get answers to
t hese inportant questions?

Monroe Ml er

-22-



-------- Oiginal Message --------
Subject: RE: Hit Piece

Dat e: Thu, 22 Mar 2012 13:39:41 -0400
From Robert |nman <Rl nman@aywoodnc. net >
To: Monroe Ml ler

M. MIller, Wth all due respect; this office does not regulate the news nedia. Qur
mssion is to performvery conplex procedures in accordance with the election | aws
of the state of North Carolina. Mself, dedicated staff and all board nmenbers do
everyt hing humanly possible to ensure that Haywood County el ections are fair in
conduct and honest in results. As for responding to emails, | would ask for your
understanding in that this office is busy preparing for the May 8, 2012 prinmary

el ection. Again | apologize for delay, and al so pl ease know that you and all other
citizens are welconme in this office.

Robert | nman

Haywood County Board of El ections
1233 North Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786

ri nman@vaywoodnc. net

Phone: (828) 452-6633

Fax: (828) 452-6750

-23-



-------- Original Message --------

Subject: RE: Hit Piece

Date: Fri, 23 Mar 2012 08:40:17 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Robert |nman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net >

CC. Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henpunt ai neer.com>, Becky Johnson

<becky @nokynount ai nnews. cont, Jonat han Key <j key@ henount ai neer.conr, Denny King
<Ki ngspl ace@harter. net> G eg Boothroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con», Caroline

Kl apper <carol i ne@ henount ai neer. con>, Jonnie Cure <jcubed4dl@nuil.con>

M. | nman,

Thank you for letting me know your office does not regulate the news nedia. [|'m
fairly sure there are sonme state agencies that regulate both the news nedia and your
office in accordance with the election laws of the State of North Carolina. |'Il be
doi ng sone research on that. 1 have since deduced that Vicki Hyatt created the Hit
Pi ece, at least the on-line version, and since you had enough spare tine during your
busy schedule to spend with her during your interview with her on her Ht Piece, |

believe | will take you up on your offer that I, as a citizen, can cone over to your
office to ask you the questions | posed to you in nmy letter that you never bothered
to responded to. | will plan to drop by early next week.

Thank you,

Monroe M | er

-24-



-------- Original Message --------

Subject: RE: Hit Piece

Date: Fri, 23 Mar 2012 09:13: 33 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henountai neer. conp

CC. Robert Inman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net>, Becky Johnson
<becky@nokynount ai nnews. con®,
<Ki ngspl ace@harter. net >,

Jonat han Key <j key@ henount ai neer. con>, Denny Ki ng
Greg Boot hroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con>, Caroline

Kl apper <carol i ne@ henount ai neer. con>, Jonnie Cure <jcubed4dl@nuil.con>

Vi cki

Guess what | discovered the other day by accident? As | usually do, if there is
something interesting on the Mountaineer web site, | capture it, so | captured your

Hit Piece on March 14, 2012

as shown bel ow
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A Republican county commissioner candidate who had second thoughts about m:;.;ur:.:lnmr i By Fleal HWML

seeking his panty’s nomination is proceeding with the compaign after learning
there was no way to get ofT the ballol

Crenmy King, who is ose of three candidates whose name will ..

To continue reading, bacomea a member.
Already a member, please login:

Usermame:

Or, buy access to this
post for just $0.99.
Baiy Mow

Passwond:

Join | Lostyour password?
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303 SOUTH MAIN STREET

WAYNESVILLE NC
B26.452.1313
Notice that no one clainmed authorship of this article, which is why | asked the
original question - "Did you wite this?" Also, there was no hint of ownership with
the Hit Piece splashed on the front page in your paper, sanme date, see attached
Then, a couple of days later, | happened to check the website again, and do you know
what ? Soneone had added your name as the author of that March 14th article. |

captured this on March 17, 2012:
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See where is says "by Vicki Hyatt"?

Wiy did you do that? Are you planning on "fixing" the article that you ran on March
14th in the paper by splashing up the same article again on the front page, but this
time attaching your nanme to it?

So | amgoing to nmake the radical assunption that the question that started off this
whol e e-mai| dialog has been answered. Did you wite this Ht Piece?

I'"ve also attached convenient .pdf files of the above images to this e-mail.

Monroe M1l er
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-------- Original Message --------

Subject: RE: Hit Piece

Date: Tue, 27 NMar 2012 09: 34: 32 -0400

From Monroe Ml er

To: Robert |nman <ri nman@aywoodnc. net >

CC: Vi cki Hyatt <vhyatt @ henount ai neer.conk, Becky Johnson

<becky @nokynount ai nnews. cont, Jonat han Key <j key@ henount ai neer.conr, Denny King
<Ki ngspl ace@harter. net> G eg Boothroyd <ads@nokynount ai nnews. con», Caroline

Kl apper <carol i ne@ henount ai neer. con>, Jonnie Cure <jcubed4dl@nuil.con>

Pl ease see attached - 120327 | nman. pdf
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Monroe A. Miller, Jr.

19 Big Spruce Lane
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 456-3718

March 27, 2012

Raobert Dewey Inman, Director
Haywood County Elections
1233 North Main Street
Waynesville, NC 28786
rinman@haywoodnc.net

Subject: Hit Piece
Mr. Inman,

Thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to sit down with me in your lobby to answer the
questions | posed to you in my March 20" letter.

* You indicated right off the bat you have no political views on any candidates.

* You werenot aware of any state agencies that govern newspapers and newspaper articles.

* Your middle nameis“ Dewey” and you are the Inman that livesin Maggie Valley.

[After rechecking the voter registration records with this new information, your party affiliation is DEM .]

You volunteered that your office of Haywood County Elections is governed by the North Carolina State
Board of Elections, and if | found out any agency or statue that related to newspapers or newspaper articles,
to be sureto let you know.

Did you know that there is awhole chapter on Elections and Election Laws? It is Chapter 163 of the North
Carolina General Statues. It was brought to my attention that the following section could apply to newspaper
articles, such asthe Hit Piecerecently published on-lineand print version in the M ountaineer newspaper [only
relevant sections (7) and (8) reprinted herel:

§ 163-274. Certain acts declared misdemeanors.
(a) Class 2 Misdemeanors. — Any person who shall, in connection with any primary or eection in this
State, do any of the acts and things declared in this subsection to be unlawful, shall be guilty of a Class
2 misdemeanor. It shall be unlawful:

(7) For any person to publishin a newspaper or pamphlet or otherwise, any charge derogatory to any
candidate or calculated to affect the candidate's chances of nomination or dection, unless such
publication be signed by the party giving publicity to and being responsible for such charge;

(8) For any person to publish or cause to be circulated derogatory reports with reference to any
candidate in any primary or eection, knowing such report to be false or in reckless disregard of its
truth or falsity, when such report is calculated or intended to affect the chances of such candidate for
nomination or eection;

(b) Class 1 Misdemeanor. — Any person who shall, inconnectionwith any primary or eectioninthis State,
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do any of the acts and things declared in this subsection to be unlawful shall be guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor. It shall be unlawful for any person who has access to an official voted ballot or record to
knowingly discloseinviolationof G.S. 163-165.1(€) how anindividual hasvotedthat ballot. (1931, c. 348,
S.9; 1951, c. 983, s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1979, c. 135, s. 3; 1987, c. 565, s. 13; c. 583, s. 9; 1993, c.
539, s. 1112; 1994, EX. Sess., €. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess,, 1994), c. 762, s. 58(a)-(c); 1999-424, s.
7(h); 1999-426, s. 2(a); 1999-455, s. 21; 2007-391, ss. 9(b), 16(b).)

Goodness!

Now seethe potential problems you can unwittingly get into when you give interviews? This, by theway, is
onereason that | do not give interviews. Someone can print a piecein a newspaper, slap atitle on the piece,
fail to provide any hint who authored the article (anonymous), and before you know it, it appears to look like
a democrat Hit Piece, and you become part of it. Did you notice the penalties in § 163-274. Certain acts
declared misdemeanors? Both Class 2 and 1 Misdemeanors.

Being associated with stuff like this can put you on the radar.

I’ll continue to check around to see what agency takes the responsibility for the enforcement of § 163-274.

Certain acts declared misdemeanors, whether it is the North Carolina Board of Elections, the Attorney
General or other entity(s), and let you know when | find out.

Monroe A. Miller Jr.
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