
HAYWOOD 
COUNTY 
GREENWAY PLAN
County Commissioners Meeting 2/6/2023



Timeline
6 public 

workshops

581 public survey 
responses

8 stakeholder 
meetings



Background
& Purpose

This plan was funded by 
MPO Planning Funds with 

a match provided by 
Haywood County TDA



Benefits to 
and Role of 
the County

Fills in the gaps of the regional Hellbender 
Trail that are not under municipal 
jurisdiction

Prioritizes where NCDOT will be asked to 
invest in greenways and complete streets

Aligns with the County Recreation 
Comprehensive Plan and many other plans

Is a high level menus of options on how to 
achieve greenway connectivity, but does not 
commit the County to anything… in fact 
municipalities will be doing much of the 
heavy lifting



Partners of 
This Plan

Haywood Community College
Haywood Waterways Association
Haywood County Health + Human Services
Haywood County Parks + Recreation
Haywood County Soil + Water 
Conservation District
Haywood County Greenway Council
Lake Junaluska Assembly
Southwestern NC Resource Conservation + 
Development Council
Town of Canton
Town of Clyde
Town of Maggie Valley
Town of Waynesville
French Broad River MPO
Haywood County Development Services
Volunteers



What we 
heard from 
the Public

Where should trails connect? 
Downtowns, Lake Junaluska, and 
river/creek access

Trail surfaces? We want variety!

Top trail benefits? Recreation, access 
to nature, economic development

Other key themes: Maintenance, 
conservation, safety, accessibility



Why Do This?

NCDOT Crash Data, Provided by the French Broad MPO



NCDOT Complete Streets Policy
Can help the 
County and 

municipalities 
take 

advantage of 
NCDOT 
projects 

without the 
need for 

additional 
cost share 
from local 

governments



Other Funding Opportunities

• Locally Administered Projects Program (LAPP) 
through the FBRMPO

• FBRMPO policy emphasizes projects be in an adopted 
plan

• Approximately $5.5 million/year comes to the region, 
mostly going to greenways and pedestrian projects



The 
Proposed 
Plan



What is in 
the Plan?

Design and 
Implementation 
Recommendations

Public Feedback

Overall 
Network

Pilot 
Projects



HAYWOOD COUNTY GREENWAY PLAN



Pilot Projects 
Proposed for 
the Greenway 

Plan



HAYWOOD COUNTY GREENWAY Proposed Pilot Projects



DELLWOOD RD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS Proposed Pilot Project



DELLWOOD RD CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS Proposed Pilot Project



RICHLAND CREEK GREENWAY Proposed Pilot Project



RICHLAND CREEK GREENWAY Proposed Pilot Project



RACCOON CREEK GREENWAY Proposed Pilot Project



RACCOON CREEK GREENWAY Proposed Pilot Project



PIGEON RIVER PARK & PATHWAY Proposed Pilot Project



PIGEON RIVER PARK & PATHWAY Proposed Pilot Project



PARK STREET PROMENADE Proposed Pilot Project



PARK STREET 
PROMENADE 

(Interim Measure) 
Proposed Pilot 

Project



PARK STREET 
PROMENADE

(Long-term Measure) 
Proposed Pilot 

Project



MAINTENANCE OF THE GREENWAY NETWORK

Municipalities 
Responsible in 

Short & Near Term

County could 
build maintenance 

partnerships in 
the long term



Questions?
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